Nest Boxes – Technical Information

Nest boxes are an important aspect to wildlife conservation in any
areas where natural nesting hollows are not available. This
information sheet provides a little extra technical assistance for
anyone who wants to go the next step, and make or install a nest
box. For a general introduction to the importance of nest boxes,
please read BirdLife Australia Information Sheet entitled ‘Nest
Boxes for Native Birds’.
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The Anti-Myna Baffle
The Anti-Myna Baffle is a simple device which shields the entrance hole to the nest box, and prevents
Common Mynas from entering (they always fly directly to the entrance of the nest hollow), while allowing
access to rosellas and other parrots, which usually climb up to the entrance of their nesting hollow, and
so are able to climb between the baffle and the nest box. It is important to provide a ‘ladder’ for the
parrot to climb up the entrance — chisel or saw a few horizontal grooves into the front of the nest box,
or attach a small piece of wire mesh that they can climb up, but do not attach a stick, which may allow
Mynas to land there.
The distance that the baffle is placed in front of the nest box should be the same as the diameter of the
entrance hole.

A Few More Useful Tips for Nest Boxes
•

•

•

Add a few wood shavings to the bottom of your nest box; some parrots will not nest there without
them.
In vertical (or steeply sloping) nest boxes, t is a good idea to install a ‘ladder’ for birds to climb out
of the nest, especially if the inner surface of the nest box is relatively smooth. A few horizontal
grooves, either sawn or chiselled into the wood will act as ‘steps’, as will a strip of wire mesh.
Drill a few drainage holes in the floor of the nest box.

Recommended Dimensions for Nest Boxes
The different requirements of our wildlife necessitate that nest boxes are specially designed to
incorporate essential features that mimic the characteristics of their natural nesting hollows. Here are the
vital statistics for nest boxes designed to be used by certain species.
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